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tournaments, held for this purpose, When her father
inaugurated the festival, owing to an old and bitter feud
between the parties, Prithivirajawas not invited ; but an
effigy of him being placed as a doorkeeper, the princess,
passing by the princes present, placed the garland upon
its neck, as she had heard so much of the martial exploits
of him whom it represented. Soon after this the prince
carried her away by force. She completely captivated
her capturer by the force of her love and beauty. About
a year after this, as the Mussulman conquerors were at
their gates, Prithiviraja went out to fight them. During
his absence she lived most simply, haying a presenti-
ment that she should never see his face again. This
proved only too true. The enemy prevailed, her beloved
husband was slain; and as soon as the news reached
her, she ordered a funeral pyre to be prepared, and of
her own accord entered it.

From the reports of eye-witnesses of the performance
of the Sati rite, it is evident that some widows went, in
the spirit of true devotion to their husbands, and with
the hope of obtaining the blessedness promised, to per-
form this dreadful rite ; whilst others, owing to the
disgrace which attached to one who vowed, but had not
courage to perform her vow, were drugged, so as to be
unconscious of what was before them ; whilst the pre-
caution was also taken of tying down the wood upon
the victim, so that escape was impossible. From Govern-
ment returns we learn that, early in the century, in
Bengal alone the annual number who thus ended their
days was about twelve hundred. This will show the
dread of a widow's miserable life, and the power of a
superstitious belief in the benefits the endurance of a
Sati's death would ensure.

The following description is from Colonel Sleeman's